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What a wonderful example of the o ioned values of love and responsibility.
-
Dad left the Railway workshops and went back to RAAF, this time as a marine
engineer on the crash boats - he was only'the third engineer in Qld to be certified
on engines over 1000 HP - Certificate No 3 was a proud moment for him. There
were many perks of this job, not the least of which was a continuous diet of reef
fish. That tradition continued until his final days at Buderim Gardens last Xmas
when we would get him fresh fish & oysters from Mooloolaba. ** That was one of
his favourites.

One night over a few ports (Dad did like a port after dinner) we were talking
about family money matters when he said to me, “you should have seen your
mothers face when [ brought my first pay packet home from the railways and
gave it all to her. Her mouth opened, eyes popped out - what am I to do with
this?, she asked. Mum soon works that out, but again the trust & honesty Dad
showed from that time forward has been a feature of his entire life, and a guiding
beacon for myself and many others who knew him.
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The pace of life continued for years until us kids left home, Dad left RAAF and
eventually bought a small engine business - Townsville Mower Service.

Dad ran and grew this business for years, winning contracts up and down the Qld
coast, with the military, sugar mills, shires, Mt Isa Mines and many more. He was
in his element. One his proudest moments that [ remember was when he made a
young aboriginal boy he took on as an apprentice years before, the foreman of
the shop. Eric stayed with Dad until he sold. It wasn’t all smooth sailing though -
there were many ups and downs in business and staff but Dad’s strong hand kept
the rudder firmly cantered, and he built a great business that still operates today.
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What a great man right to the end - he really wanted to see his 70" wedding
anniversary but alas, fell just 9 weeks short.

[ will not ever forget his final words to me just hours before he closed his eyes
for the last time. - they are personal, private and enduring.

Goodbye Dad. I love you with all my heart and will miss you very much.

[ only hope when it is my turn in the box, my children can tell of the love [ have
for them as I have for you.

Love for Ever. Your Son & friend.
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