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Gold! Free to All Men

Romance of N.S.'W. Rushes

ATORIES OF LEGISLATORS. JOURNALISTE. AND OTHERS.

(By G.C.J, In the “Dally Telegraph.”)
Beventy-two vyears ago, Messrs

Tom and Lister found pgold nt the
Ophir,—or, say, at the junction of
Bummerhill and Lewis Ponde Creels
—and Edward Hammomd Hargreaves
came along with his cradle and know-
ledge sacquired In  Callformis, amd
showed tham how to wash the golden
drift. Bince then millions of ounces

of xold have been won In Auostralin—
all the Btetes contributing, more or

loes ; mnd to-day, prohihly, thers are
atill milllon: of ounces hidden from
the eve of man, but to be unearthed
In the future.

"Gold o Australia T fres to  all
men -" A repetltion of the rush to
Californla in 184549 set in, amd all
norta and conditions of, men assem-
bled on the severs] favored spots Lo
try thelr luek in the new enterprise
of gold-digging. Such is the lure of
gold !

These adventurers from other lands
met on common ground; sank their
differences In race, cresd, and social
status, and hecame—for the time be- |’
ing, Al any rate—cosmopolitan, Thus,
it ean he understood that the popula-
tian of the gold-flelds was distine-
tively superior to working popula-
tiona elarwhere, Of course, they
wera not all saints | nor were they all
ginners; while, In polnt of intelli-
genco, they ranked higher than the
geneml Tun of hand-workers. One
met college man clad in moleskins,
working with pick and shoval along-
glde navvies, coal-miners, sailormen,
and others—all intent npon raking in
the “rool of all evi1” In the quickest
time poszible,
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GOLD EASILY GOT.

Many were content with a fow
hundred pounds’ worth—just enough
to set Lthem up In o emall business or
purchase of & house to Hve Im—and
as gold was saslly got, either on the
surfuce or by digeglng n few feal,
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tew feat,
g tiafied |

aurfucs or by digging &«
thelr wants were easily
they cleared oul, and thaa left o
clear fielil for those whn had more
staminn snd some koowledge of geo-
logy and minerals. Hence, the bet

torddoveloped Aelds of the ‘sixtics
when men sank Lo greater depths,
and with better applinnees, Wworked
riverbeds and gquarts reefs. Curious

that the most prolific vears of gold-
mining were 1851, 1861, 1871, and in
thege years wers worked the Ophir,
Turon, Louisa Creek, Tambarooro,
Meroo, Durrandong, and Tuena; theno
the Bnowy Hiver, Tumui, Adelong.
the Lachlin, Lambing Flat, Nalive
Dog Creek, Emu Creek (Weddin
Mountains, now Orenfell), Trunkey,
Mitchell's Creok, and smaller felds
Then cams Gulgong and Hill Emd—
both famous ag gold producers, one
alluvial, the other guarts—and Curra-
gong (Parkes)., Muny smaller fields
were worked durlng these ¥years—
and others later, as Temora and Wya-
long ; but of these I had no peraonal
knowledge or expsrience. Nalther
hed 1 of the early fifties, though 1
have re-worked much of the ground
abandoned by the flrat prospectors,
and have meét and converged with
many “Fiftyoners” 1 first handled
pick and shovel wnd dug for gold In
1858, and my alma mater, 1 may say,
wan Sofala, Turon Hiver. To many
of us who followed the rushes old
Sofala was home, and to her we re
turned, richer or poorsr  (generally
the latter), elther (o pick wp o bit,
here and there, or, huving the means,
to take up leases of river bed or on
polat or flat.

RUSH TO QUEENSBLAND.

In 1868 occurred the big rush to
Canoona, on the Fitzroy Hiver, and
my mate and [, having “made a bit"
{quite unexpectedly, too) on Golden
Polnt, must nesds shoulder our AWHES
and “pad the hoot” along the Great
Weslern Road Lo Bydney, thers o
take ship for the new Eldorado, We
ware too late, as were hundreds—I
might aven say thousands—of others,
who went north, full of hope and well
oquipped, returned emply-honded, and
disgusted with digging life. XYet the
gold was there—lola of IL! Did we
not ses it exposed In jawellars” shop
windows—lumps of  black-looking
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homes—everything they had, to pro-
vide tools, tents,
were golng, ns they belleved,

windows—lumps of  black-looking
gluff, which often drvew forth the ro-
mark from onleokers, “Why, that
aint gold, it's only bronze!" Trus,
it was black, lying {az |t had done)
on the surface for ages, and only par
tlally coverad with bluck soll  and
grass. A few shrewd, loog-headed
men who had bud some minlog experd-
ence, stayed bebind, and dkl well. It
was (hese men who tinced the gold
to the Mary Hiver {(which Iater on
led to Gymple), and thus lald the
foundation of Quensland's prosperity.

But it was a heart-rending sight (o
pes the crowds of relurnesdl men meet-
ing their wives and children at Cir
cilar Quay, or on lhe wharves, They
wenl away full—having eold their
farms, thelr little busipesses, thelr

ratlons—for they
te n

wild, Inhospitable ecountry, whence
nothing but gold could be obtalned.
Lucky wns he who had a pound or
twa In his pocket to help him along
the road (o some old digginge ! They
who hond nothlng were assisted hy the
Government fn the shape of ration
[ehots negotinble st stoted atores
long the Great Seuthern Road, which
rould enable them to reach Araluen,
hen in {ts heyday. Bui the walley
vas overrushed. and the only change
hess poor fellows hod wah wages in
he blg clalms—and only thres days
. week, just enough to pay for their
mward ut the public-house, whose pro-
irletors were nlmost Invariably share-
iolders In the claims.

ON THE BNOWY RIVER.

Those who had o Hitle money tried
ke old, partielly-worked-out diggings
iroumd Broddwoeod, at the Little River,
Major's Creek, Jemalcumbene, oo
‘he BShoalhaven, Others, agoin belng
setter provided, tried  Adelong ool
(e Tumut, nnd some even crossad
tha hardor and iramasd in the (30&ha 1




he Tumut, and som+
the border and tramped to the Ovens,
whers they wers almost sure of wa-
gea, Not o few, however, returned
to thelr old mother field, the Turon,
and there fossicked fn ol ground or
sank on new, Then, again, came the
ery, “Rush oh!” “Whera away !”
“The Bnowy River !" was the reply,
And away they went—storics of frost
and snows, and flooded crecks, where
the nuggets were found, affecting
them mothing. The lure of gold wad
the same, as when the Incallty was
in the troples—and alulcing e the
fey-eold watern of the Snnwy River
war no joke ! But the nuggots were
there !

Among the prominent men al the
mowly-formed township {Riandra)
worn A hanker and i NEWRPAET DAL,
The former. o Hitle man, with o re-
fined face, signed his mame “T. A
DHbhs" ¢ the other wis Charles Cow-
per, son of the then Premier, aml he
set up his paper. “The Alpine Cour-
fer,” next door—though I think the
hutlding was one of stringy batk. The
banker, kiown to us of lalo ¥Years o=
| Bir Thomas Dibbs, died the other doy,
full of honor aml years, “Young
Charlie"—as (he newaEpaper man wis
called by the diggers—was elected
In 1860 os member for Tamut ; Amd
in later wears hecame sheriffl of the
| colony, which office he held for many
FRArs,

Followlng closely upon the Smowy,
came the big rush to  the Lachian,
The new field was very different from
the Snowy.

"What | Gold in & place like this T
Bilack soll flals are good for squat-
iere, but not for diggers.”

The old-fashloned digger belleved
in mountain ridges, deep, rocky gul-
lies, and shallow flats and points;
but to slnk for gold in much country
a# the Lachlan seemed oulrageous.
But the gold was there all right—
tona of it ; though one had to siok
deap throwgh sand  and  drift and
water bofore the precious stoff could
be handled. Then o naw (eaturs wis
presented to the old-style digger—the
ground being over one hundred feat
in depth. the leads were declared on
the “frontage syatem,” mmd, coming
from Victoria, the old Turon meen did
not like il But it proved good ; it
saved unnecessary labor ; and in 1870
Gulgong leads were worked on the

Byen orossogd I

Gulgong leads “;Eﬂ:- worked on the
sama prindiple,

4 GOLD FIELDS ELECTORATES.

In 1860 the goldaelds north, weat,
and gouth were proclaimed separate
electorntes, one member ouach, and
diggers taking an interest In polities
goit busy, and different to now, there
was no dictatlon from political  as
soclatlons in Bydney ov elsewhere,
g (o the candidates to be chosen,
The diggera were quite competent to
make thelr oewn selection. Thus, the
min selected by the Turon miners
was Robert Wisdom, who wus then
sub-commissloner at  Burrandong.
Only a fow knew him, however. One
man who never did said :

“There's a man out at Burrandong
that will suit us to a T. 1 knew him
in Bydnay ; he's o Hunter River man,
six feet three or four Inches high,
and o redl good fellow. Lets ride
out, some of us, and ask him.”

Accordingly, three diggers rwle
out o Burramlong (where tho  big
nugeet wid found in "68), aml asked
“Bob"” Wisdom to stand for the Gold-
fields West, He laughed and said,
“] am willing enough, but I am a
poor man. This job s only lempor-
ary, and [ have nothing but my son
to depemnd upon (he was writing oe-
caslonally for the ‘Empire’). So, If
‘you ecan ran me in without cost io
mysalf, I's your man."

That settled. The pext thing wan
to selegt & good man for Bast Mac-

quarie, in which electorate the Tu-
rom, ind other westorn felds were
situate.  William Honry Suttor sr,
who had represented Bathurst and
East Macquarie since 1866, had ro-
digned only the vear bhofore—he be-
Ing very much opposed to John Rob-

artann’'s “Fres Selection” Bl and
npow W. Commings (generally desig-
nated “Hilly™) @as In the feld for
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nated “Billy”™) was In the field for
re-election ; aleo on the free aelec-
tion tlcket—though he had voted ug-
iimst It In tha previons Parliament ;
and the diggers hnd decided to vote
against him. Charles Whalan and |
M'Fhillamy were aleo In  the field,
but the Turon diggers, at any rate,
did not wani either of them. “What,
then, was to be done T There belng
no opposition to Wisdom, miners who
were on the East Macqguarie roll,
were thus at lbherty to vote for the
country ; while those who were not
on the rell could wvote only for the
suldficlds—and thalt by  virtue of
“heir miner's  right—which, practi-
colly, was also thelr elector's right
The ppshot was that a big deputation
of miners rode out to Bmcedale and
asked Mr. Suttor 1o stand for East
| Macquarie. He received them cour-
repusiy, but seemed surprised nt their
rodiesl.

“MAN TO BE TRUSTED."

“Why do you sk me ? You know
| am opposcd to free selection, and
reaigned my seat on  that account
Yel you dlggera-——who, | understand,
are in favor of the new jdea—ask
e, i old eonservative, to reprozont
viou im Parlisment. Why do you do
it™

“Beeause, sir, we know you to be
4 gentleman—a man to be trusted.”
gomenns  sald,

It was explained to him sbhout Mr,
Wigdom belng seleeted, and was not
oppposed ; conseguently  their  votes
would go to him (Mr, Suotwor),

"Well, well! 1'll see my wife, and
abide hy her decision. Meunwhile,
ha soated, and 1 will gend in refresh.
ments.”

He returned, ofter eonsulting Mrs
Suttor, smilingly thanked the depu-
tation for their good opinlon of him,
and ndded, ¢ ‘My wife thinks i my
duty to represont such an intelligent
body of men.”

Willlam Henry Sultor was elected
ut the top of the poll, Cummings be.
ing second (Lthere were two 1o be
pleotud). In later yearse W. H., Sut
tor ir. represented East  Maoguarie,
and hig brother, Froncia Bathurst,
the electornte of that name. Mr. Wis-
dom, Inter on, represented the Lower
Hunter, Morpeth and the Goldfields,
nortli; was alse Atlorney-Gemeral
feani <1879 to TR83. mnd Chalrman of

nortli; wBs @lgs  ALOTHEY-Lienera)
front <1879 to 1883, mnd Chalrman of
Committoos from 1862 to 1864 2 He
was algp knighted.

The frst member for the Gold
fields North wis Jomes Hosking
1" Jimmy" we called him). The oth

ors werd James Buchanan, G. . Pic
kering (“Rowley”), R. H. M. Foster,
Jaomeor Rodd, and Heory Copeland,

and 1 knew them wpll—Hoskine and

Copeland intimately—-the latter nDav
Ing alsn sat for New England, Armi
dale, Newtown, Bast BSydney and
Sydney-Phillip. Hs was ag old
Grenfell miner. Horkins uleo =at for
Patrick's Plaine sand The Tumut; but
there wae i interlude when he was
superintendent of wouthern rToads
with & residence &t Plcton, and there
| spent many an evening with him
{we lodged at the same place), talk
ing about our digging days. Mr. Hos
king wne o Londoner, and was edo-
cated nt the Merchant Taviers' Sch
pol, For the south, Fred. A, Cooper
pat as member for HBraldwood In
1564, | worked with hls elder bro
ther (Alick) in & reefl oo \Wattle
Fiat. For the southern goldlields
James Rodd, Jubn Bowie Wilson, and
BEzekiol Baker sat, one after the
other, and for the west, following
Wiadom, were 2 A Donnelly,

Walter Chureh,
pud  Lowis Hugo
at  Hill

T
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George  Thoroton,
David Buchanon,
Beyers (Hoiterman's mate
End ).

FOUR MINISTERS.

Of these goldfields members four
lield portfolice In various Ministeries.
Wilson, Wisdom, Hoskins, Baker, the
firsl with Martin and Parkes, 1863,
1868, 1372; Wisdom, Attorney-Gene-
ral, 1879 to 1883 (Parkes Ministry) ;
Hoeking o two Poarkes', and Parkes-
Robertson's | Bowie Wilson, Seore-
tury for Lunods, 1563, 1866, 1870, and
Buker, Secretary for DMines, 13878,
1581, Copeland was not a goldfields
member,but held office In 1852-8 ae
Secrotary for Works, mnd in 1836
1887 aguin ns Secretary for 'Works,
and for Londs, 18911894, My old
triend, Frank Wright (Francis Au.
gustus), member for Hedforn, was
Postmuaster-Qeneral in 1880, Becre.
tary for Works same year, and Min.
isler for Miunes in 1885. Frenk wuas
a busy man In those days, during the

dnnmntnt of bhe Eaoadan wram b e aan




o busy man In thoss doays, during the
despatch of the Soudan contingent,
G, K, Dibbs being Prember,

| first, met Frank Wight In Syduey
In 1868, during ths Filltzroy rush, and
[nter on the Turop, whers we bocame
tast friends, and again  in  Sydooy,
when he sel up as a carrier's agent —
ull nlone, too—with very little money
and no office, To tell the story of
the beglonlng of Wright, Heaton and
Co. would interest mapy, but [ do

not intend to tell it hers, excepl to
any that Frank's bgotherdpdaw, Dave
M'Neil, wan his first parther, and
that Valentine Heaton (who wan
really the business head of the firm)
cnme In later on, Frank entered
Parlinmnent as member for Redfern,
of which he was Mayor for mome
time. He was also a major in the
Smoond Regimont of N.S.W. Infantry,
and In whatever eapacity or statlon
of life Francls Aagustus Wright was
n real good fellow, and white to the
core, Other digging {riends who en-
tered Parilament wers James Torpy
and Henry Newmnan, and both re-
presented Orange. | knew Torpyon
|lhu Turon, when he was working a
river claim above Sofaln—along by

Erskine Flai—his mates being Frad, -

Wild, John Hyde, Edward Harding
(of the Glohe Hotel), and some oth-
ore, When the rush to Lambing
Filat took place, Torpy went thers
and securad a claim, retorning tothe
Turon later on, when the river clalm
wins sold for some thousands of

‘pounds to- the Chinese. Torpy was
the head amd front of the Miers
Protective Leagus, and was consid-
ered one of the leaders In the much
magnified “riot," though really he
was not a lepder, nibeit In aympathy
with the movement Anyway, heand
his friend, Greff, the storskeeper,
being in Sydney on  business, were
arrestad and Beld in confinement for
thron days, when they were relensed
by order of the Premier (Mr. Cow-
perl.

A PLUCKY LONDONER.

A PLUCKY LONDONER.

" When the pollee (mounted and
toot) fled helterskeller from  Lamb-
ing Flat, leaving the rislng town de-
fenceleas, Torpy practically became
the head of a vigilance company to
preserve  order. One Government
man, however, stuck Lo hls post—a
Htde Londoner nomed Scarlett. He
wad a detective in the police [oros,
4nd trusted the miners. Torpy ad-
dressed the miners, ndvising them to
pefrain from violence of any  kiod.
Stunding alongside Scarlett, he naid:
“This man is the sole representative
of the Government, and we are
bound to protest him In the perfor-
mance of his duties, There must be
no rioting or window-smashing (the
plorckeepers had put up thelr shut.

tors. and closed the doors). Now
go to your tents quietly, and behave

ke men”  ‘The miners gave both
him and Scarleit a cheer, and dis-
persdd.

The actual leadern in the alleged
‘riot” were  Spleer, Cameron and
Stewnrt, Spleer was arrested and
convicted and served alx months' of
lie two vears of Berrima, when he
wns released by order of the Gover-
nor, Sir John Young. I}qwlrdu of
tin0 were offered for the arreal of
Camoron and Stewuart, and beth sur-
randerod—the latter while on the Tu-
rom. There wes some funny  busi-
nezs transacied in  conmection with

Biewarl's surrender, which, however,
neoed not be mentioned here, Others
hesldes Bplcer were convicted and
gerved thelr time, 1 knew  one,
Clemene Owen, and mel him later on
st Mitchell's Creek, After leaving
Lambing Flat (Young) Torpy went
to Orange, and there started . news-
paper, the “Western Advocate”
which s stil]l published by soms of
ita founder.




