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The History of the Royal Australian Air Force

» airships and earl
Military aviation came of age during World War | when the airships an Y

1 tals al g I.
ircraft were principally used for reconnaissance. Australia’s (,,lghltFAustr?ﬁ!:lz;Fr;
- lian Imperial Force
' re part of the Austra .
Flying Corps (AFC) squadrons we . i
1:d were attached to larger British Royal Flying Corps/ Royal Air Fo

formations.

During World War 1, 800 officers and 2,840 men served in the AFC and 175 lost
their lives. Many AFC veterans helped to lay the groundwork for‘the future
Royal Australian Air Force and after the war others would enter industry to
make significant contributions to civil aviation.

In January 1920, the AFC was replaced by the Australian Air Corps, which in
turn became the Australian Air Force on 31 march 1921 with the King’s consent
to become the Royal Australian Air Force on 13 August 1921.

In World War 1, Australian air and ground crews fought in Europe, North Africa
and the Middle East; over the North Atlantic, the Indian and Pacific Oceans and
the Mediterranean; India, Burma, Malaya, Singapore, Thailand, China, the
Netherlands East Indies, New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, the Philippines and
Borneo. They also fought over Australia, its territories, and its approaches.

In late 1944, the RAAF peaked at over 182,000 personnel and 6,200 aircraft in
61 squadrons. In 1945, Australia had the fourth larg

est air force in the world
(after the USA, USSR and UK).

Over 215,000 men and women served between 1939-45, and 9 870 RAAF
personnel lost their lives. Over 55 per cent of these deaths occurre;i in the aj
war against Germany over Europe. il

Air Force personnel have since served with distinction in Korea, Mal
‘Confrontation’, Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan. » Vialaya, the

Additionally the RAAF has played key roles in peacekee
missions throughout the world, incl
Indonesia, Pakistan, Pa
and the Sudan.

] pin
uding Bougainville, Ca
pua New Guinea, Rwanda, Solq

gand humanitarian
Mbodia, East Timor,
mon lslands, Somalia
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LEADING AIRCRAFITMEN
JAMES COLIN, HYDE
A15446

SERVICE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCY

DATE OF BIRTH 8 MAY 1923

DATE OF ENLISTMENT 17 NOVEMBER [O41

DATE OF DISCHARGE 31 MAY 1945



The History of the
Royal Australian Air Force Ensign

The Royal Australian Air Force Ensign was approved in its current form by Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il in 1981 and proclaimed an Australian Flag by His
Excellency the Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia in 1982

With the formation of the Royal Australian Air Force on 31 March 1921, as the
successor the Australian Flying Corps which had been established by the Austraizn
Army in 1913, it was decided to have an Ensign which could reflect the national
identity of our military aircraft and would include a distinctive roundel. However wh =
a specific RAAF Ensign was formally approved by Air Board and the then Ministzr 7o
Defence on 10 August 1921, it was not processed for Royal approval. Conseguanty
the RAF Ensign was adopted without change by the RAAF and was flown until 1243

In 1948 it was decided to have an Ensign that would better reflect an Australian
identity. Consequently the Southern Cross and the Commonwealth Star were addec
and the Roundel, although retained, was reduced in size. This design was granted
Royal approval in October 1948.

From 1948 to 1982 the RAAF flew the RAAF Ensign (without the red ngaroo) on 2

July 1956 a unique Australian roundel was formally adopted for yse I;:\ ADF a)mﬂ

where the RAF central red circle was replaced with a red kangaroo in motion

However, the Air Force Ensign with its British Roundel was not altered unti 1982,

On 6 May 1982, the current RAAF Ensign received Royal a
R 7 A : Pproval. The only chang®

in design was the replacement of the RAF style roundel with

Introduced in 1956. the RAAF roundel
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STATEMENT OF SERVICE

Full Name:

Service Number: A15446
Category of Service:

Royal Australian Air Force 8 May 1923 to 31 May 1945

Employment: Fitter

Rank on Discharge: Leading Aircraftmen
Postings/Attachments: New Guinea
Operational Service: New Guinea

Honours and Awards:

1939-45 Star

1939-45 Pacific Star

1939-45 War Medal

Australian Defence Medal

Long Service and Good Conduct
Returned from Active Service Badge
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The 1939-45 Star is awarded for service between 3 September 1939 and 2 September 1945 for:

e a period of six months (180 days) operational service for RAN and Army personnel and RAAF non
-air crew personnel

* a period of two months operational service for air crew personnel

» a period of six months service at sea for Merchant Navy provided at least one voyage was mads
through one of the specified areas of active operations

The 1939-45 Star is awarded to Australian Civilian Personnel who served afloat with the Unitec
States Army Small Ships Section between 8 December 1941 and 2 September 1945 Eligibility s th
same as that for Merchant Navy personnel.. :

[
[44]

Design-The six—pointed star is yellow copper zinc alloy. The obverse has 3 central design of the
Royal and Imperial cypher, surmounted by a crown. The cypher is surrounded b i t3inir
the words ‘The 1939-45 Star’. ¥ a circlet containing

Stars issued to Australian personnel have recipient names engraved on the plain reverse

Ribbon-The ribbon has three vertical stripes of dark blue, red and ji ht bi :
represents the Naval Forces and the Merchant Navy, the red stripe ?he A:ﬁ;;he gark bfue stripe
stripe the Air Forces. and the light biue

Clasps-The ‘BATTLE OF BRITAIN' clasp was award iqi ; 2
B-ritair‘\,.s- : arded to eligible air crew involved in the Battle of

The 'BOMBER COMMAND' clasp was introduced in 2012 and is i
- Command aircrew. awarded to eligible Bomber
When the ribbon is worn alone the standard silver rosette ri s
of a clasp, ribbon embiem is worn to denote the award
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The Pa_ciﬁc Star is awarded for entry into operational service in the Pacific Theatre of
Operations between 8 December 1941 and 2 September 1945.

Navy and Merchant Navy personnel are eligible if the 1939-45 Star is earned by six months service or if
they entered the Pacific Theatre between 2 March 1945 and 2 September 1945.

The Pacific Star is awarded to Australian Civilian Personnel who served afloat with the United States
Ammy Small Ships Section. Eligibility is the same as that for Merchant Navy personnel.

Design- The six—pointed star is yellow copper zinc alloy. The obverse has a central design of the Royal
and Imperial  cypher, surmounted by a crown. The cypher is surrounded by a circlet containing the

words ‘The Pacific Star’.

Stars issued to Australian personnel have recipient names engraved on the plain reverse.

i d the beaches of
tibbon ' reen stripes that represent the forests an
s Bt stripes that represent the service of the Naval Forces

the Pacific, flanked dark blue, light blue and red
and Merchant Navy, the Air Forces and the Armies.

3sps-The Burma clasp was issued for the Pacific Star.
em is worn to denote the award of a clasp.

When the ribbon is worn alone a silver rosette ribbon embl
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The Australia Service Medal 1939-1945 was instituted in
b members of the Australian Armed Forces and the Austr
' War Il.

1949 to recognise the service of
alian Mercantile Marine during World

The medal was originally awarded to those who served at home or overseas for at least 18 month
full-time service, or three years part-time service, between 3 September '19_39 a!nd 2 September 1945.
Members of the Australian Mercantile Marine must have served the qualifying time at sea.

ifyi i -ti days part-time service. To be eligible
lifying time was reduced to 30 days full-time or 90 ) _
:r‘lh?igsmﬂgzaﬁuaas?wi?:eman or woman must have been honourably discharged from the Australian

Ammed Forces.

Design-The medal is nickel silver with the crowned effigy of King George VI on the obverse.

d

The reverse has the Australian coat of arms, ptaclzed centrally, surrounded by the words
THE AUSTRALIA SERVICE MEDAL 1939-1945'.

. . s
Mrhe ribbon has a wide khaki central stripe, ﬁanlt::e; E¥Iight 5
fankeq by two outer stripes, one of dark blue and ?18 ?ep Mg
Australian Army, and the red, dark blue and Ilght_bt"e e

“¥ and the Royal Australian Air Force respectively-

arrow red stripes, which are in turn
ue. The khaki represents the .
erchant Navy, Royal Australian
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The remaining

are (ij

prages (_’/-HI‘L\' book
ft l'iliml\"_/i)r you to fill with
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James Colin, HYDE

Lest we :forg@t






